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Welcome:	At 8:35 am the Province III President, the Rev. Nathaniel Pierce, welcomed all in attendance. Joanne Fisher led us in morning prayer. 
At 8:51 the Rev. Pierce noted that Synod had a quorum of at least (3) bishops, (7) lay deputies, and (7) clerical deputies which was confirmed by Mr. Steven Jones, secretary.
At 9:05 the Rev. Patty Downing and Matthew Taylor (Province III’s representatives on the Executive Council) presented the Executive Council update of the meeting convened April 18-20 in Raleigh NC. The Rev. Downing, who is concluding her service on the Council’s Joint Standing Committee on Finance, noted that investments were good and that a new budget system had been adopted by General Convention for the 2025-2027 triennium. Building the budget has brought the leadership team to negotiate and collaborate with “815”, the Executive Council, the wider church, and staff. Presiding Bishop Curry’s program, The Way of Love currently remains intact as does the Presiding Bishop’s discretionary fund. She noted that “95 percent of dioceses are at 15 percent,” referring to the mandated assessment to support the churchwide budget. The fiscal impact of a one percent drop in dioceses’ assessments would produce a $2 million short-fall in national church revenue. 
Bishop Budde sought clarification on whether contributions to the Presiding Bishop’s fund were mandatory. They are not. The Rev. Downing urged everyone to participate in the next budget hearing scheduled for May 15th. 
Matthew Taylor serves as Secretary of the Joint Standing Committee on Mission Beyond the Church and reviewed, via a PowerPoint presentation, the four committees of the Executive Council: Mission Within the Church, Finance, Mission Beyond the Church and Governance. Noting the council was in the process of relocating the church’s archives from Austin, TX, to Racine, WI, they have elected a transitional committee given that 19 members are concluding their terms this year. They passed five resolutions which included a resolution regarding the war in Gaza and ratification of the election of ERD’s six new board members. The next Executive Council meeting is scheduled to convene on November 7-11, 2024, in New Brunswick, New Jersey.
At 9:30 the slate of nominees proposed by the nominating committee for provincial officers and our ordained representative to Executive Council were introduced. Each nominee was asked to share their vision for Province III or the talents which they would bring to the office for which they had been nominated. A total of 43 votes were cast: the Rt. Rev. Kevin Brown was elected President; Mr. Nathan Brown was elected Vice-President; Mr. Jason Kamrath was elected Treasurer, Mr. Steven Jones was elected as Secretary; all four will take office at the conclusion of the Synod. The Rev. Nina Vest Salmon was elected as the ordained Representative to Executive Council; she will assume her duties at the end of the General Convention.
At 9:45 there was a 15-minute break.
At 10:10 the Rev. Nathaniel Pierce, on behalf of the resolutions committee, presented eight resolutions [sponsoring entity identified in ( )] for action by the Synod:
1) (Diocese of VA)  Certified copies of the print and electronic forms of the BCP;
2)  (Diocese of VA)  Transfer of Deacons to a Diocese in another Province of the Anglican Communion;
3)  (Diocese of VA)  Transfer of Bishops to a Diocese in another Province of the Anglican Communion;
4) (Province VI)  Call for Diocesan leaders to discuss ways of supporting Provinces;
5) (Province VI)  Call for Executive Council to discuss ways in which it can support Provinces;
6) (Province VI)  Financial Support of Provinces I - VIII (IX is already financially supported);
7) (3 Deputies)  Amend Title IV.6.4 (time limit on Intake Officer's report), and
8) (Province VIII)  A Memorial on the Care of Creation Covenant.
Resolutions 1 through 7 are proposed General Convention resolutions; # 8 is a Memorial addressed to General Convention.
Rev. Pierce further noted Province III has submitted proposed canonical amendments to the DFMS Constitution and Canons since 2009, often in collaboration with the Diocese of Virginia. We are the only Province which does this. If you are interested in this history, read the explanation for Resolutions #2 or #3.
Province VI submitted their three resolutions (4, 5, & 6) in a timely fashion; all three are on the GC website and have a legislative number which is included in the heading. However, as we prepared them for submission to our Synod, we discovered that #4 and #5 had exactly the same title. We alerted the Provincial Coordinator of Province VI and the GC Office to the problem. If you appreciate serendipitous events, note that #6 has exactly the same GC legislative number (C007) as P-III's 2022 Harriet Ross Tubman resolution.
Resolution #7 (Title IV Intake Officer must file initial report within 45 days) has been submitted by three deputies (as required) and endorsed by two deputies and one alternate deputy. In terms of Synod requirements, two deputies (one clergy and one lay) to our Synod are signatories. It turns out that this resolution is almost an exact duplicate of A139 which was posted in the virtual binder a few days ago. The explanation of A139 is powerful: "It takes a lot of bravery for an Injured Person or Complainant to make a report against a member of the clergy. The silence that follows that report can be deafening. Currently, there is no time limit on the initial intake, which means that silence can last indefinitely and cause undue hardship on the brave soul that made the complaint. This amendment requires that initial intake be completed within 45 days."
Resolution #8 is a memorial to General Convention from Province VIII which was called to our attention by Mr. Steven Jones, Secretary of Province III. There were two problems with the text: it was not in the proper format for a memorial and it will not be formally adopted by P-VIII until May 17. The resolutions committee decided that this is such an important summary of the Care of Creation Covenant, i.e. what TEC has done and where we are on environmental issues, that it should be on our radar screen. 
There will be an open hearing on our Resolutions 4, 5, and 6 (C004, C005, and C006 submitted by Province VI) which has been scheduled for Thursday, May 23, at 7:00 pm EDT. If you wish to testify, advance registration is required. If interested, visit: https://www.vbinder.net/legislative_meetings?house=HD&lang=en&page=3
	Resolutions 1 -7 were endorsed by the Synod and the secretary was instructed to 	register our endorsement with the Secretary of General Convention.
Resolution #8 was amended. Given the fact that Province VIII had yet to actually file this memorial, it was moved and seconded that the wording be adjusted so that this would become a memorial from Province III while preserving the fact that it originated from Province VIII. The amendment was adopted. The main motion was adopted and the secretary was instructed to file this memorial with the Secretary of General Convention.
At 10:27 the Rev. Pierce with Mr. Christopher Hart shared the background and an update to the proposed amendments to the ordinances (first presented to the Provincial Council in November 2022 and again in November 2023) as highlighted in Draft #4. 
All proposed amendments were approved by acclamation.
At 10:30 Joanne Fisher presented her last Christian Formation and Youth Ministry update. She highlighted the Forma event at Claggett which had 45 attendees and shared the video/slideshow of the April 5-7 Province III youth event (PYE24) for middle and high school youth at the Caroline Furnace Camp and Retreat Center in Fort Valley, VA.
At 10:44 Canon Judith Gregory presented the Treasurers’ Report, noting that “we ended 2023 in good shape and every Diocese paid their apportionment—a first.”  Fiscal year 2023 ended with the actual expenses 19 percent below what was budgeted, reflecting a $3,931.11 loss for the year. Title IV Training and Harriet Tubman grants came in under budget. The apportionment rate (0.0035 or 0.35%) did not change and projected total Income in 2024 would be level with the previous year. The following three resolutions were adopted:

Resolved, That the Province III Synod, meeting in Martinsburg, WV, on Monday, May 6, 2024, receives the financial report for January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2023, as submitted by the Treasurer. Adopted.
Resolved, That the Synod Province III, meeting in Martinsburg, WV, on Monday, May 6, 2024, receives the 2024 budget as adopted by the Provincial Council on November 6, 2023 (to be reviewed by the Province III 2024 Synod as per Ordinance VI, Sec. 1). Adopted.
Resolved, That the Province III Synod, meeting in Martinsburg, WV, on Monday, May 6, 2024, adopts the figure of 0.35% (0.0035) for calculating the 2025 apportionment from each Diocese to support the 2025 budget of Province III (as per Ordinance VI, Sec. 2) as recommended by the Provincial Council on November 6, 2023. [This figure has remained the same since 2019.] 
All resolutions were adopted by acclamation.
At 11:05 the Rev. David Wacaster, co-Coordinator of Racial Justice, Reconciliation and Anti-Racism, noted the recent discussion with the Very Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, author of Resurrection Hope: A Future Where Black Lives Matter. 
Steven Jones, Coordinator for Environmental Stewardship, made a case as to why supporting local food matters, the collaboration with the Claggett Center, and the potential impact to Frederick County farmers. He also noted the province’s generous contribution to the Mid-Atlantic Black Farmers Caucus for their inaugural conference this past January and the opportunity for future local food systems collaboration.
Dr. Pamela Cochran noted that we see her coordinating work in the ministry reports already presented. She also reported on the College for Congregational Development, which is a training program that was launched in Maryland three years ago to nurture and develop congregational development practitioners to support healthy, sustainable churches “living into their calling to be the Body of Christ…” The province has provided a funds to subsidize the cost to participants from the province (outside of Maryland). The College will be launching a program year format this fall. Participants will meet 6 times, starting in October, one Saturday a month. Next summer’s week-long College will be held June 16-21 at the Claggett Center. 
At 11:28, the Rev. Nathaniel Pierce presented his president’s report, noting how powerful the previous night’s screening of the Philadelphia 11 documentary was and how, for him, Deacon Pauli Murray was the unrecognized hero. She is an example of how “suffering love changes institutions and people,” a spiritual insight offered to TEC by Black Episcopalians and other persons of color. He pointed out that provinces are always outside of the box (because there is no box) enabling them to do “whatever the Lord call us to do.” He cited the just approved amendment to the goals of Province III as stated in the ordinances as one of his more significant achievements over the past two years: “to provide a community of support for every Episcopalian canonically resident in Province III committed to making a difference for the Gospel.”
Incoming President Bishop Brown noted the need to plan to support Province III’s coordinator and acknowledged the Rev. Nathaniel Pierce’s stalwart service. He also gave thanks for the bishops of Province III retreat last year at Daylesford Abbey in Pennsylvania.
Dr. Pamela Cochran acknowledged Kate Riley and Joanna Fisher, who are stepping down as the leaders of Christian Formation and Forma leaders, and thanked them for their passionate service. PYE will be at Claggett in 2025; she is looking forward to working with Future Harvest, the Rev. Glenna Huber, and the Mid-Atlantic Black Farmers Caucus to map underutilized parish cold-storage capacity in the province.  She shared an update of interfaith communications moving toward being in full communion with the United Methodist Church in 2027.
At 11:55 Synod broke for lunch.
At 1:01 House of Deputies President Julia Ayalia Harris to spoke on the need to for the Church to model love and not politics; to be a counter-cultural witness in our time of great transition, noting how the Episcopal Church has and will continue to change. She used a powerful metaphor “how we need to recognize the flowers that emerge from the cracks of city streets” noting that talent and treasure can be found everywhere if you look for it as she noted her humble childhood growing up in Chicago, brown and in a working-class household. She answered many questions and commented on a range of topics from: finance, governance, and leveraging digital media platforms for evangelism.
At 1:35 ministry updates continued with the Rev. Ted Christopher, Coordinator of Campus Ministry and (Province III) Young Adult and Campus Ministries Council member. He highlighted that “YACM is a resource for the entire church” and will be hosting a leadership conference on June 2-7 in Philadelphia at St. Asaph’s Episcopal Church.
Also, the Episcopal Church invites applications for grants to assist with Young Adult and Campus Ministries throughout the church. He reviewed the YACM grant recipients of the last 2023 cycle and urged that we take advantage of this resource.
At 1:45 Laura Manigault (on behalf of Nancy Sands) presented the spring Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) report. She noted the revival/celebration hosted by the Diocese of Southern Virginia Aprill 21-22. The 51st ECW Triennial is planned to be held in Louisville, Kentucky in conjunction with General Convention.
At 1:50 Mathy Milling Downing presented her United Thank Offering (UTO) update, noting the real impact at the provincial level as the Diocese of Easton received a $30K grant awarded to Trinity Cathedral, Easton. All money the UTO collects goes directly to grants. There will be a grants workshops offered in the near future. The 2025 focus is Matthew 25 for projects that welcome people with differences that cause isolation and projects that encourage truth-telling, historic trauma and promotes healing.
At 1:58 the Province III Coordinator acknowledged Ms. Sharon S. Nachman of the National Altar Guild Association although she was not present to give her report.
At 1:59 Dr. Pamela Cochran and Bishop Kevin Brown led us in bidding farewell with appreciation to:
Joanne Fisher and Kate Riley for their six years of service to Christian Formation and Youth Ministry; 
the Rev. Patty Downing for her six years of service as our Executive Council Representative and Chair of the Finance Committee. 
President Kevin Brown acknowledged outgoing President the Rev. Nathaniel Pierce for his extraordinary 10 years of service to Province III, development of the ordinances and founding member of Province III’s Executive Committee. Warm regards from Bishop Klusmeyer and Eddie Vance were read aloud. After receiving a new cap and a bottle of champagne, he received a heart-felt standing ovation from all in the room. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned with a prayer by the Rt. Rev. Kevin S. Brown at 2:48 pm.
 
Mr. Steven Jones, Secretary

